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Course Description

Why study criminology? It deals with one of the major social issues of our
time- crime and punishment. The study of criminology introduces students
to some key elements and thinkers of the Western intellectual tradition.
Philosophers and sociologists have informed the development of various
theories on criminology and why people commit crime. Familiarity with such
theories and thinkers is an important part of one’s general legal education.
The materials for the course are sociological in nature. There are no cases or
statutes to be studied or analyzed. However, the criminological theories
examined are related back to the Irish criminal justice system to determine
the relevance of these theories to crime in Ireland.
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