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Course Description

To understand the general orientation of the kind of thought known as
German idealism, this course contextualizes Kant and the post-Kantian
philosophers in Leibniz's project to: (1) Recover the Platonic tradition as an
antidote to the nominalist theism of Locke and Berkeley; (2) Take as a
formula the Kantian claim that his philosophy, transcendental philosophy, is
idealist regarding the form of experience, but not its matter. The full
development of the meaning involved in this escape from (Berkeley's)
material idealism leads the course gradually from the old Kant's Critique of
the Faculty of Judgment to the Nietzsche's declared death of criticism,
allowing one to distinguish the unity of this important intellectual
development.
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