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Course Description

Although present for two thousand years in Gaul and then in France, Jews
are like a “blind spot” in the national narrative. They are only sporadically
mentioned in national history as persecuted (crusades, Dreyfus affair,
Holocaust). Yet they have contributed to the construction of France at every
period through their political, economic, religious, scientific, and cultural
input. This course sheds light on more than 2000 years of this rich and
eventful relationship, alternating phases of greatness, success, and
integration followed by persecution and expulsion, then reconstruction. It is
a national history but also a multiregional history, from the Comtat
Venaissin to Provence, from Occitania to Alsace, Lorraine and Aquitaine, all
the way to the fairs of Champagne and Paris. The course conducts a political
reflection on the relationship of a minority constituted as a nation with the
French state, and then on its successful integration. It examines the
evolution of a religious minority in the very Catholic kingdom of France.
Finally, the course addresses social, cultural, and economic history. It
highlights the contribution of the Jews to France, but also of France to the
Jews, and discovers the richness and diversity of the political, social,
economic, scientific, cultural, and religious history of the Jews in France over
the past 2000 years and their contribution to France's progress towards
modernity.
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