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Course Description

This course develops students' understanding of contentious politics in
international relations and comparative politics by looking at how conflict
spreads. A range of advanced topics are covered, with a primary focus on
how diffusion and spatial dynamics affect the empirical study of
international war, democracy, autocracy, and civil war. This course goes
beyond traditional theories of international relations by offering a network
perspective on contentious politics. In addition, this course asks students to
develop theory and use statistical software to plot networks, predicting
dynamics of diffusion, and designing informed policy decisions based on
those insights.
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