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Course Description

This course explores the viability of the Afro-Gothic as a distinctive sub-
genre of the postcolonial Gothic. It seeks to answer the question "What is
the Afro-Gothic?" through a historicization of the concept Gothic in relation
to narratives about, and by, continental and diasporic Africans. In the
postcolonial Gothic, the classic tropes of the Gothic—incarceration within
labyrinthine structures, tyrannical patriarchs, histories of hidden brutalities,
suppressed and deadly secrets, haunting by the past oppressed and abused,
and appearances of ghosts and other un-dead figures—are appropriated to
exposes legacies of colonial trauma. Our more focused inquiry stems from
the peculiar racialization of the Gothic during the 19th century, when Gothic
darkness became increasingly associated with African blackness. 
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