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Course Description

Throughout history, representations of the Apocalypse or "end of the world"
have evolved with the times, reflecting the changes occurring in the natural
world, societies, politics, and beliefs, as well as our understanding of the
world and of our place within. Taken individually, each of these stories or
images mirror a society at a specific time but, together, they also illustrate
the evolution of our thought-systems, philosophies, moral values, and
spiritualities. Today, at a time when global environmental and health
concerns are growing, and in the aftermath of the Covid pandemic,
apocalyptic representations are still permeating many discourses, from the
arts to politics and economics, from gender to science, AI and the physical
world. Using the exciting perspectives opened by the theory of the
Anthropocene, this course presents an overview of some of the original
apocalyptic tales, and the work of key artists of Western apocalyptic fiction,
art, and architecture.
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