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Course Description

In this course students are introduced to the anthropological study of
kinship, with an added focus on gender given the close relationship between
the two. The study of kinship has been foundational in social anthropology,
and early anthropologists often sought to categorize and rank societies
according to their kinship system. Since then, the study of kinship has
moved considerably from charting "systems" to understanding the full
complexity of concepts and practices of relatedness, and even questioning
the universality of "kinship." While acknowledging the historical foundations
of the field, this course focuses on more contemporary aspects of the study
of kinship and gender. Questions about race and ethnicity also figure
prominently throughout the course. Through ethnographic examples from a
wide range of social contexts, students reflect on the socially constructed
nature of ideas of kinship and gender and debate key social issues of
contemporary relevance.
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