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Course Description

This course introduces the study of democracy and democratization, which
is one of the core sub-fields in comparative politics. Drawing on classic and
cutting-edge work, it covers four major topics in the field: the concepts and
typologies of democracy, regime transitions from authoritarianism to
democracy, the consolidation of democracy, and democratic backsliding.
The course helps students develop theoretical understanding about what
democracy is and how democracy can be established and developed, or de-
consolidated.

The course includes designated class discussions/debates on South Korean
democracy and democratization. Therefore, a substantial level of knowledge
of Korean politics is needed to participate in class discussions/debates.
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