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Course Description

George Orwell once wrote that "many people who would consider
themselves extremely sophisticated and “advanced” are actually carrying
through life an imaginative background which they acquired in childhood."
This course examines the political lessons children’s books encode about
what childhood is, and about which children matter and why. Students read
children’s texts from a range of genres and forms - including fantasy, school
stories, picture books, and domestic fiction - written between the late 18th
century and the present day. Key focuses include agency, gender, race,
class, and the environment.
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