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Course Description

This course examines Existentialism and Phenomenology in terms of their
unique and considerable contributions to the Western, and particularly
French, aesthetic tradition. Students examine views on art by some of the
best-known modern theorists to gain understanding of the philosophical
issues motivating French aesthetic thought at the end of the 19th and
beginning of the 20th Centuries. The course then covers a shift from a
broadly existentialist view of literature to one influenced by the growing
structuralist movement and reviews philosophical investigations of the arts
in relation to theories of perception.
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