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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enrollment is by permission of the instructor.
International Security (a.k.a Strategic Studies) is an established field within
the International Relations discipline, focusing on the role and functions of
military forces in international politics. More specifically, the course covers
both theory and practice of war and warfare, with emphasis on the
contemporary era. It is subdivided into two sections (of different lengths).
The first part ("Strategic Theory", shorter) examines some of the principal
"theories of war" (e.g. Sun Tzu & Clausewitz ). The first part provides the
participants with the relevant analytics tools to attend the second part ("the
Tools of Warfare"), which is devoted to the application of those theories to
modern warfare as well as an examination of the principal military doctrines,
the weapons of mass destructions and irregular warfare (insurgencies,
guerrilla and terrorism).

By the end of the course, students are able to: 1) Appreciate variation in
conceptions of international security theories. 2) Understand the origins and
evolution of mainstream theories on military strategy. 3) Understand the
significance of alternative conceptions of national security for states'
policies. 4) Develop an understanding of the capabilities and limitations of
modern warfare in strategic international events. 5) Develop analytical skills
to be applied to international security issues.
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