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Course Description

Berlin and Warsaw were two central theaters of the Holocaust. While in
Berlin the Nazis planned the global murder of the Jews and attempted to
transform the city into the capital of Nazi Europe, it was in Warsaw that they
created Europe’s biggest ghetto, in which 100,000 Jews died before the first
deportations to the Treblinka death camp in July 1942. In this seminar, the
course studies and compares how the Jews were persecuted and murdered
in Berlin and Warsaw; who helped them, how and why; and how the local
population reacted to their persecution. In studying the Holocaust in both
cities, students concentrate on the general frameworks for understanding
the Holocaust, the plans of the perpetrators, the behavior of the
collaborators, and the fate of particular actors, especially survivors, while
analyzing their diaries, memoirs, and interviews. In this seminar, students
read theoretical texts about the Holocaust and discuss the urban aspect of
the genocide, while concentrating on persecution, murder and help. The
course includes visits to museums and memorial sites in Berlin.
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