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Course Description

This survey course covers the history of the Chinese Communist Party and
the People’s Republic of China. It covers the pre-1949 revolutionary
struggles, socialist transformation and construction in the 1950s, political
movements from the late 1950s to the late 1970s, and post-Mao economic
and political reforms, up to the consolidation of Xi Jinping’s personal rule.
The permeation of the party-state’s power into diverse aspects of social life
is one key feature of communist rule, and this entire course closely
integrates national and international political events with the daily lives of
Chinese people. It examines historical transformations in the fields of
economics, culture and the arts, family and gender relations, public health,
and environment and ecology during the century, throughout the study of
revolutionary wars, political movements, and reforms.
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