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Course Description

Prerequisite: A fair understanding of psychological constructs like
intelligence, cognitive functions. General knowledge about
neuropsychological assessment.

At the end of the course students have critically understood: how to
compare the major approaches to the study of cognitive functions from an
individual differences perspective; the experimental methods used to study
individual differences, and more specifically intelligence and cognitive
functioning at individual level; the importance of individual differences in
different cognitive domains.

Course topics include: Introduction to the study of individual differences in
cognition. Must-know concepts in personality, intelligence, neuropsychology
& research methodology; The paradox of individual differences: study what
is common to understand what is not. Difference between nomothetic and
idiographic approach; Relation between individual characteristics and
cognitive functioning; "hot" intelligence and performance; Evolutionary
approaches to the study of human cognition; Individual specificities in
cognitive functioning. Single case studies and group studies. The role of
normative data for determining normal performance. Premorbid intelligence.
Cognitive reserve; Role of culture, personality, education, age and lifelong
experiences on individual cognition; Graphical representation of individual
differences; Domain-specific and domain-general individual differences.
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