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Course Description

This course explores texts for children and young adults in a historical and
contemporary perspective. Students are introduced to children’s literature
studies as an interdisciplinary field, related to theory, concepts, and
analytical strategies from comparative literature, childhood studies, book
history, and media studies. It analyzes works by canonical authors such as
Astrid Lindgren, Hans Christian Andersen, and Lewis Caroll, as well as
contemporary texts and media, and relates them to transnational and
transmedial interpretations and adaptations. The relationship between
children’s literature and changing concepts of childhood and youth is
discussed, also in relation to different aspects of identity formation in local
and global contexts.
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