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Course Description

This course is a history of the personal and institution library, focusing on
Renaissance Europe, a pivotal period of enormous cultural, religious, and
technological changes. Students examine some masterworks—Petrarch,
Machiavelli, Montaigne, Cervantes, Marlowe, and the visual arts. Additional
topics include other sites of knowledge such as the cabinet of curiosities,
museums, anatomy galleries and gardens and the questions of how
knowledge is created and destroyed? How did people cope with information
overload in the past? The course requires students to take prerequisites.
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