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Course Description

This course is an anthropological account of the culture and social
organization of the people of the Middle East, with a special focus on the
Arab world. Drawing on ethnographic accounts, visual representations and
fieldtrips, it looks into how anthropologists have analyzed the transformation
of the various structures – economic, political, social, and cultural – that are
taking place in the contemporary period. The course analyzes of
contemporary debates in anthropological engagements with and in the
Middle East and North Africa. It explores the histories of ethnographic
research in the Middle East and North Africa, colonialism and post-
independence experiences, power and representation, performance and the
arts, religious sensibilities, gender and kinship networks.
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