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Course Description

This course provides students with a comprehensive, critical analysis of
fashion. It provides historical context for the emergence of the fashion
industry, examines theories that account for its development and the role it
plays in modern societies, and explores critical responses to key issues
facing the industry today. The course critically examines the idea that the
emergence of fashion both shapes and reflects modern culture and society.
From a historical perspective, and in terms of western fashion specifically,
this means understanding how fashion has moved from being the preserve
of an elite practice to an everyday one, charting its movement from courtly
societies in Europe to 20th century spread of fashion to the high street and
to subcultural fashions, and from a system of style controlled by a small
group of elites (couture designers for example) to street style worn by
"influencers." The course also explores the industry from a global
perspective, challenging standard of classical narratives about fashion and
decolonizing our understandings of the industry, to think about the different
ways in which fashion has emerged, developed, and is engaged with and
around the world. 
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