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Course Description

The course examines early modern narratives about creating artificial
humans (the Golem, Frankenstein, Homunculus). Students discuss extracts
from more recent literary texts that explore the relationship of humans and
artificially created humanoids (Isaac Asimov’s |, Robot and lan McEwan'’s
Machines Like Me), and examine well-known science fiction films that depict
humanoid robots and/ or androids (Ridley Scott’s Blade Runner, Alex
MacGarland’s Ex Machina, and James Cameron’s The Terminator). Students
analyze how fiction reflects real-world technological developments, human
fears and desires, as well as gender roles and society’s relationship with
technology more generally.
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