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Course Description

This course surveys the present state of knowledge of the orbits, surfaces
and atmospheres of the planets in our solar system; the structure and
evolution of the Sun and other stars, including extra-solar planetary
systems; the bizarre menagerie of star-forming regions, violent stellar
objects and supermassive black holes found within the Milky Way Galaxy
and in other galaxies; and the large-scale structure and ultimate fate of the
expanding Universe. Throughout the module, fundamental observations are
interpreted using simple but powerful physical methods to show how
distances and other properties of astronomical objects throughout the
Universe have been measured, from the time of Copernicus to the era of the
Hubble Telescope and beyond.
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