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Course Description

The course is aimed at students of French interested in the development of
the French language and who want to specialize in the study of orthography
and understand some of the difficulties that everyone who has ever had to
learn to spell in French have been confronted with. The course starts with
Medieval French, when there were no rules, and follows the public debate
that resulted in the emergence of a normative language with respect to both
grammar and spelling. Within the scope of the course, a number of texts
from different periods are discussed. The course ends with an advanced
assignment where the student is expected to carry out an analysis of a self-
chosen text. The approach is chosen by the student in consultation with the
lecturer and should be linked to the focus of the course, that is French
orthography.
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