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Course Description

In this introductory blockchain course, students explore why and how
conventional finance is challenged by leveraging the power of blockchain
technology through decentralized finance (“DeFi”). DeFi and blockchain are
approached not as buzzwords but as representing a monumental shift in the
way we perceive, interact with, and utilize financial services.  

This course equips students to navigate the paradigm shift in the future of
finance and instills practical skills to thrive in the "real-world" of the
blockchain industry. The course's focus is learning through application; all
students are expected to actively engage. Students learn through a mix of
lectures, student-led presentations (in teams), guest speakers, and
exercises while building their own team projects. Each student completes an
individual capstone project by designing a decentralized finance (DeFi)
product that addresses a real-world financial problem. The project includes a
written proposal and a short presentation, demonstrating the student’s
ability to apply course concepts in a practical, innovative, and user-focused
way. 
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