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Course Description

This course explores various theoretical and methodological approaches to
the study of language as a resource for social actors and communities, and
as a resource to produce anthropological knowledge. The course analyzes
how language emerges in the interactions between people and how it
reflects and creates society and culture.

Understanding these dynamics, however, requires more than just an
impressionistic, commonsensical understanding of how language works. For
example, what is important about language is not so much the literal
meaning of words, but the connotation of accents, the channels through
which people choose to communicate, and the silences and elisions. This
course develops skills that enable one to investigate these dynamics in a
sophisticated manner, yet one that remains solidly grounded in social and
cultural theory.
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