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Course Description

This is a special topics course in Global Korean Studies. Topics are subject to
change. The course examines political, social and economic inequality in
South Korea. Through rigorous analysis of scholarly literature and critical
engagement with the readings, students develop a comprehensive
understanding of various dimensions of inequalities, one of the fundamental
challenges facing contemporary Korea.  In the second part of the course,
students develop an academic research idea and design a research project
exploring a specific aspect of Korean society, regarding inequalities. Expect
to formulate a well-defined research question, construct a coherent research
proposal, and present it in a scholarly setting. While the primary focus of
this course is Korea, we adopt a comparative perspective to explore the
academic advantages and broader contributions of studying Korean politics
and inequality within the wider field of the social sciences.  

Topics include Facts and trends of inequalities in Korea, Unequal
representation by age, Unequal representation by gender, Educational
inequality, Trends in economic inequality in Korea, Facts and trends of
inequalities in Korea, Social consequences of economic inequality, Medical
consequences of economic inequality, Gender inequality, Ethnic minorities,
Fighting against inequality. 
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