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Course Description

In this course, students learn to conceptually understand and empirically
explore how news content is evolving in response to social media platforms.
The first seminar introduces students to key theoretical concepts related to
the platformization of journalism, the adaptation of news to TikTok’s
affordances, and audience-centered approaches to understanding what
constitutes news on TikTok. Students learn to critically engage with current
studies on news on social media and develop their own questions for
empirical research. In the second seminar, students gain an overview of
methods for audiovisual content analysis, ranging from qualitative and
quantitative approaches to computational analyses. Students learn about
key steps of the data collection and analysis of TikTok content. The coupled
seminars are structured around an empirical group project, allowing
students to directly apply the concepts and methods related to news
content on TikTok.
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