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Course Description

This is an advanced level art studio course for students with prior
experience. The course develops an understanding of the defining features
and structural elements of fine art graphics in many forms, while teaching
engraving and printing techniques both theoretically and practically. Course
contents include: familiarizing with studio spaces, safety regulations, and
respectful conduct; introducing the concept of original fine art print and
distinguishing among intaglio, woodcut, lithography, and screen printing;
analyzing original prints and reproductions to study the graphic work of
professional artists and to understand the different engraving techniques
and their opportunities for expression; using equipment and tools; graphic
design and project development; differences between direct and indirect
intaglio techniques; preparing printing plates; methods to transfer drawings;
etching techniques for coverage and additions, soft ground (line and
impression), drypoint, and aquatint; understanding etching times; inking,
cleaning, and printing methods; paper soaking and drying; constructing a
register; cleaning and preservation of plates. 

More experienced students in the course also experiment with new
techniques. Students develop personal projects, with particular attention to
the formal and compositional aspects and to the modulation of the sign.
Students are guided, throughout their artistic research, to understand the
close relationship between content and sign. Teaching methods include:
theoretical lessons and collective and individual practical demonstrations;
individual discussions on current projects. A classroom platform is available
for general communication. Educational outings, exhibitions, and
participation in workshops may be proposed.
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