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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enrollment is by permission of the instructor. In
this course, students acquire necessary knowledge to read and critically
interpret architecture between the fourteenth and sixteenth Centuries as
well as the methodological tools to understand the territory, the city, and its
major buildings. In addition, the course deals with a number of theoretical
and practical issues of Renaissance architecture that are still alive
nowadays.

The course provides a historical overview of the major figures of Italian
Renaissance architecture from 1400 to 1600—Brunelleschi, Alberti,
Bramante, Raphael, Antonio da Sangallo the Younger, Michelangelo, Peruzzi,
Giulio Romano, Sanmicheli, Sansovino, Palladio as well as an outlook on a
selection of European Renaissance architects. They are analyzed within the
cities or countries they operated and will be compared with the cultural,
social, and political local context. The second part of the course is an
overview on a selection of European courts and on the role of humanistic
architecture at the dawn of colonialism. Issues such as local antiquities,
revival and survival, rules and license, theory of architecture, drawings and
graphic conventions are addressed throughout the course.
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