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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enrollment is by permission of the instructor.
The course focuses on the most influential theories regarding the causes of
war. Drawing on literature from political anthropology, social psychology,
strategic studies, diplomatic history, sociology, political theory, and
international relations, it identifies key variables and causal pathways that
illuminate war as a recurring phenomenon, as well as specific conflicts.
Historical examples are used throughout to illustrate the theoretical material
and help students develop critical perspectives. The course equips students
with a comprehensive "toolbox" of applied knowledge, enabling them to
conduct their own analyses of international conflicts.

The course includes content such as: deciding for war; political institutions
and war; interest groups and lobbies; diversion and war; capitalism and war;
strategic interaction and bargaining; military technology; international
anarchy and the security dilemma; polarity and stability; power transition
and hegemonic war; the liberal international order and its crisis; the rise of
China and the end of unipolarity; and the Ukrainian War.
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