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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enrollment is by permission of the instructor.
This course advances the student's knowledge in the main criminological
approaches explaining the relationship between crime, culture, and media;
they will be able to critically analyze media narratives and recent crime,
deviance, and control phenomena emerging in digital societies, relying on
contemporary examples and on the related scientific literature.

The course explores the intersection between crime and the media, with
particular attention to how deviance and criminality are represented across
various mediums, including television, newspapers, cinema, literature, and
social media. It also examines criminologically significant phenomena that
characterize contemporary digital society, such as digital vigilantism and the
spread of fake news. The course fosters a critical and sociological approach
among students toward the narratives, images, and phenomena of
deviance, crime, and social control that are constructed and reproduced
through the media.

In the first part of the course, students are introduced to the main
theoretical frameworks developed within criminology in the broad field of
crime and media studies, with a particular focus on traditional media. The
second part addresses forms of deviance, criminality, control, and harm
specific to today’s digital society, drawing on examples from recent
literature in digital criminology. The third part focuses on what can be
considered ‘classic’ themes within the cultural criminology of media, such as
the criminalization of music (and other creative cultural expressions),
representations of policing in literature and television, and the phenomenon
of trial by media.
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