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Course Description

This is the first of a pair courses that build towards an overarching
understanding of cultures of the French-speaking world in their historical
and geographical diversity. It focuses on a range of primary materials in
French that are diverse in various senses, notably: chronologically, in
genre/medium, and in terms of the origins and identities of the
authors/filmmakers. Students are expected to read and study these works
intensively in order to participate fully in seminar discussion, and to get the
most from lectures offering a framework of historical contexts and critical
approaches. The course eases the transition from school to university
through a focused introduction to materials and skills of critical analysis, in
writing and more widely, that forms the basis of more advanced study in
subsequent years. It is designed for students who have not reached the
equivalent of A-level standard in French, with French-language materials
studied in translation.
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