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Course Description

This course examines Plato’s political philosophy through the lens of John
Rawls’s distinction between ideal and non-ideal theory. Rawls characterizes
ideal theory as assuming full compliance with the demands of justice, while
non-ideal theory addresses the conditions under which such compliance
fails. By engaging closely with Plato’s Republic and Laws, the class explores
how each text embodies or challenges these frameworks in order to achieve
a greater understanding of the aims of Plato’s political thought and the
merits versus limits of philosophical idealization.
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