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Course Description

Topics in Linguistics 1 is a topical course in which the subject of inquiry may
change from term to term. Each offering of this course focuses in-depth on a
specific area of linguistics, and students should expect the course to be
comprehensive and advanced.  

The course topic for Fall 2025 is Psycholinguistics. This offering of the course
focuses on the cognitive processes involved in language acquisition,
production, and comprehension. Students explore how language is
processed at various levels, including speech perception, word and sentence
processing, and discourse understanding. The course also examines the
neurological and psychological foundations of language, as well as the
development of language in early childhood and the processing of
bilingualism and sign language. By engaging with theoretical models and
experimental findings, students gain insight into how language behavior
illuminates our understanding of the mind and brain. 

Students are encouraged to have a basic understanding of at least three
core areas within theoretical linguistics, such as phonetics, phonology,
morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics. This course is not
recommended for students with little or no background in theoretical
linguistics. 
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