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Course Description

This course focuses on two major aspects of market integration: Free
movement of persons (as part of the internal market and the AFSJ) and
Competition law (as a complement to the internal market). Free movement
of persons within the framework of EU law has many different dimensions.
From an economic perspective, people thus move around the EU to perform
or receive services on a temporary basis (e.g. as a tourist, or to receive or
perform medical treatment). They may also decide to move permanently to
another EU Member State, to work there either as a self-employed person
(establishment) or to work for a company or public or private institution
(worker). As such, they enjoy many different rights, based not only on the
principle of equal treatment but also on the basis of the principle of EU-
citizenship and the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU. So, also people
that are not economically active, such as students and pensioners, enjoy
certain rights of free movement under EU law. The realization of the free
movement of persons within the EU requires a lot of balancing of various
interests and rights, e.g. the entitlement to free movement of workers
versus protection of local workers in construction and transport and
protection of fundamental rights of migrants versus (social) security
interests of EU-citizens. The internal market rules are geared primarily
towards states/public authorities, so as to make sure that their laws,
regulations and other actions will not obstruct the free movement of
persons, as well as of goods, services and capital, unless there is an
objective justification for this based on the protection of some public
interest. The competition law rules as contained in articles 101 and 102
TFEU are to be seen as a complement to the internal market rules, by
stipulating specific obligations for companies to refrain from any behavior
that may obstruct the internal market. While within this framework
economic interests are balanced very often with consumer protection
interests, an important question remains what scope there is for the
balancing of other public interests such as environmental protection and
sustainability. As one of the biggest societal challenges is a fast-growing
digitalization, at the end of the course, there is a reflection on developments
of EU law and policies in respect to a European approach to digital
transformation. The course is taught in the same form in both period 1 and




3. In learning about these topics, students will make use of legal texts
(Treaties, regulations, directives, case law) and an academic textbook. In
addition, some academic articles and news issues relating to current events
may be used.
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