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Course Description

This course undertakes a critical examination of the historical trajectory of
Korean education while engaging students in in-depth reflection on its
prospective vision and directions for the future. It surveys the philosophical
foundations, the colonial education system, and the policies of the U.S.
military government, as well as the diverse economic, political, social, and
cultural forces that have shaped Korean education from the pre-1900s to
the present. Special attention will be given to major sectors of
education—including higher education, curriculum, teacher education, and
technical education—in order to analyze the ways in which educational
development has contributed to the nation’s growth and modernization.
Through this inquiry, students will not only gain a comprehensive
understanding of the overall evolution of Korean education but also develop
a nuanced appreciation of its distinctive characteristics, interpreted through
the lens of development and progress.
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