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Course Description

This course explores the evolution of the Great American Songbook, a
loosely defined canon of influential American popular songs from the early
20th century. These songs, many originating from Tin Pan Alley, Broadway,
and Hollywood, have shaped the foundation of American popular music.
Students examine the craft of songwriting, the business of music publishing,
and the cultural contexts that influenced the work of composers such as
Irving Berlin, George Gershwin, Cole Porter, and Richard Rodgers. Through
musical and lyrical analysis, historical inquiry, and engagement with primary
sources, students develop a critical understanding of the enduring legacy of
these songs and their impact on jazz, musical theatre, and contemporary
popular music.
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