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Course Description

This course covers the politics of development at various geographical
scales (urban, national, and international). It also examines how
partnerships and negotiations work among various participants who have
conflicted, competed, and cooperated throughout the modern history of
space/place making. Students learn skills to critically analyze the power
relations that exist among different actors involved in development. The
course asks “Who governs?” and “Who makes decisions or influences
decision-making that leads to the formation of space?” Regarding the
influence of decision-making, the course focuses on the politics of policy
narratives and environmental discourses. Topics include What is the power
in placemaking; Body Politics- Capitalizing, industrializing, and disciplining
bodies; Critical Geopolitics; The geopolitics of nuclear weapons and nuclear
power; The politics of memory and memory placemaking.  
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