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Course Description

Rarely a day passes without the media reporting on violent uprisings,
military coups, international interventions, suicide bombings, drone attacks,
and civilian casualties all over the world. In conflict studies, these events are
often discussed using a range of concepts such as ‘civil war’, ‘protracted
social conflict’, ‘invasions’, and 'terrorism’. Despite this proliferation of
terms, clarifying the complexity of violent conflict in the 21st century
remains a challenging task. Rather than choosing one of these labels, this
course presents a variety of theoretical approaches that aim to understand
why and how different actors resort to violence in internationalized
intrastate conflict. Each of these theories use different analytical categories
to study different aspect of the phenomena under investigation. The course
respectively focuses on the non-state, state, paramilitary, and international
actor. This course teaches conflict analysis to help understand, and explain
to others, the complex array of actors, interests, and dynamics involved in
the violent conflicts we see around the world today. Throughout the course,
address pressing issues in contemporary warfare like: How are terrorist and
insurgency organizations able to mobilize people towards violent action?
Why do states deploy starvation and sieges as a weapon of war in
response? Why do states outsource violence to paramilitaries? How and
why do international actors forge transnational alliances to intervene in
theatres of war? The course focuses on a broad range of contemporary case
studies, such as Afghanistan, Israel-Palestine, Ukraine, Syria, Iraq, Ethiopia,
and Nagorno-Karabakh. Collectively, grappling with these different layers of
analysis in isolation and in relation to one another and different case studies
sharpen your conceptual and analytical capacities greatly. This course is
essential for those who plan to participate in upcoming courses of the
Conflict Studies minor. Entrance requirements include at least 45 EC for the
category 1 (Bachelor Introductory).
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