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Course Description

The notion of risk is central to areas such as economics, finance, medicine,
and law as well as branches of philosophy such as ethics and epistemology.
It is also a prominent part of ordinary everyday decision making. Risk is
standardly understood in a probabilistic way, on which the risk of a given
outcome is connected with the probability that the outcome will occur. In
some recent philosophical literature, however, the dominance of this
probabilistic approach has been challenged, and certain non-probabilistic
conceptions of risk have been proposed. This literature serves the starting
point for this course, but students go on to consider a much broader range
of literature, drawing upon sources in psychology, risk management and
legal theory. Specific topics to be covered vary from year to year but may
include the ethics of risk imposition, risk-taking in extreme sport, the legal
distinction between attacks and endangerments, and whether there is such
a thing as a "de minimis risk" - a risk that is so small that it can be rationally
ignored.
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