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Course Description

This course examines the anonymous song-poetry which stands in contrast
to the 'court' tradition of panegyric and learned poetry of the 17th century.
Neglected by most of the early collectors, it has been regarded by some
critics as containing some of the most powerful Gaelic poetry extant. The
course considers (1) questions of definition, range and subject matter,
authorship and transmission; (2) the evidence of the orain luaidh, which
raise all these questions in acute form; (3) the relationship between these
'sub-literary' compositions and the rest of the Gaelic tradition; and (4) the
assessment of these songs from a literary point of view. The lecture in the
first hour will be delivered in English. The tutorial in the second hour is
available in either Gaelic or English, dependent on individual degree
programs.
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