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Course Description

This course explores the dynamic landscape of global social movements,
taking Berlin as a focal point and lens to analyze broader international
trends. Students engage with theories and case studies that illustrate how
social movements emerge, evolve, and impact societies, especially in
contexts marked by globalization, migration, and socio-political change.
Berlin’s rich history as a hub for activism provides an ideal backdrop for
examining the intersections of local and transnational movements. During
the semester, students explore the complex historical and contemporary
dynamics of social movements in and beyond Germany. Presenting different
approaches of studies of collective action, the course provides a
comprehensive understanding of the multiple contemporary social
movements shaping our contemporary world, and it will highlight their
contribution for the democratization of the world in which we currently live.
Each class will connect a theoretical discussion on collective action with a
case of a specific social movement, especially with cases from Berlin history
with global entangled connections. The first section of the course is
composed of theoretical texts with three different approaches to social
movements: contentious politics, new social movements and dynamics
approach. From the understanding of these perspectives, the students are
able to navigate the different analyses discussed in the following sections
and the case studies throughout the course. Next, the class focuses on the
ways global social movements produce resistance, concrete utopias and
position themselves in anticolonial and postcolonial struggles. By discussing
these concepts, the students gain an understanding of social movements as
an entry point to apprehend a society in a more comprehensive way. The
third part of the course focuses on discussions of contemporary social
movements and what their studies bring to understanding political action,
their possibilities, their limits, their contributions to democratization in
Germany and around the world. Students discuss the cases of feminism,
climate justice, queer and trans liberation, housing and other social
movements. Throughout the course, students are able to develop critical
thinking skills, gain historical knowledge, and engage in interdisciplinary



analysis on social movements. By examining the German colonial past, anti-
colonial resistance movements, and decolonial theories, students gain a
comprehensive understanding of the complexities surrounding this area of
studies and the struggles for social justice and democratization in and
beyond the Berlin context.
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