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Course Description

This course introduces key concepts and analytical tools for understanding
science and technology as social enterprises. Students examine classical
philosophical debates—such as the demarcation problem—and analyze how
social systems, institutional norms, and cultural contexts shape the work of
scientists and engineers.

The course explores motivations and incentives that drive knowledge
production, as well as the collaborative and competitive structures that
organize research. Building on this foundation, the course asks practical
questions about how to promote science and technology through effective
governance, economic analysis, and policy design.

A distinctive feature of this course is its applied project structure. Students
take on two roles over the semester: first, acting as a funding agency by
drafting Requests for Proposals (RFPs) on pressing science policy issues;
second, acting as policy researchers by responding to a peer’'s RFP with a
complete policy study.

This process mirrors real-world science policy cycles, from setting priorities
to producing actionable recommendations, and will push students to think
both strategically and analytically. By the end of the course, students will
have a critical understanding of how science and technology are
constructed, organized, and sustained, as well as hands-on experience in
research design, policy analysis, and communication skills directly
transferable to real-world science policy work.
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