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Course Description

This course traces the history of comics and graphic novels in Western
Europe and North America. Beginning with an introduction presenting the
main characteristics of this medium, this course traces its development,
from the beginnings of storytelling with images in Antiquity to the latest
innovations. Even though they have retained their own characteristics over
the last two centuries, Western European and North American comics have
also developed in close proximity. Following the development of the press
and book industry, as well as other media like cinema, comics and graphic
novels have a rich history that can only be understood in their cultural
context. This course allows students to understand how this medium has
shaped and been shaped by many aspects of the history and cultures of
these places.
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