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Course Description

In this course, students focus on how children learn to communicate in the
real world, with a particular emphasis on the communicative skills needed
for survival and success in educational settings. In the first half of the
course, students consider how children learn to use the kinds of complex
language needed in the classroom; to what extent language learning is
impacted in atypical populations (e.g. autism, DLD); how language
interventions can support children’s learning; how cross-linguistic
differences might impact children’s use of the language of the classroom. In
the second half of this course, students consider the challenges and benefits
of bilingual language development; how children engage in mind-reading for
successful communication; and how children reason with one another,
collaboratively think and solve problems with other individuals such as
peers.
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