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Course Description

This course explores traditional psychological explanations of pro-social and
anti-social behavior as well as more recent research findings in the field.
Various psychological approaches to pro- and anti-social behavior are
considered, including evolutionary and biological perspectives, learning and
social-learning perspectives, cognitive-emotional perspectives, cultural and
cross-cultural perspectives, and psychodynamic perspectives. Students
learn about various theoretical explanations of pro-social and anti-social
behavior, including catharsis, deindividuation, the development of empathy,
personality factors, the influence of media and other environmental factors.
Strategies to increase pro-social behavior and reduce and control anti-social
behavior are evaluated. Students develop a more sophisticated
understanding of the field of pro-social and anti-social behavior and critically
evaluate variables influencing pro-social behavior and anti-social behavior.
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