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Course Description

This course is not for the faint-hearted. It will look at ghosts and other
supernatural phenomena in multiple genres and media: spooky ghost
stories, scary movies, body horror stories and films, gothic tales,
“romantasies,” and stories of nostalgic haunting. 

Among the questions to be explored will be: What fears do the works
provoke and examine? What kinds of longing do hauntings evoke? How
might we understand the paranormal socially and psychologically? We look
at selected short stories by Edgar Alan Poe, Stephen King, Mariana Enriquez,
Mo Yan, Yoko Ogawa, and Bora Chung.

Films to view together (in class) and explore will include the American horror
classic The Shining, the baseball fantasy Field of Dreams, the Japanese
horror film Ringu, the Spanish tale of haunting and heartbreak The
Orphanage, and the recent body-horror hit The Substance. The course will
end with selected episodes of the K-drama Goblin. 
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