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Program(s)
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UCEAP Subject Area(s)
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WITCHCRAFT & GENDER
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Course Description

This course examines the historical and contemporary oppression of women
through a global and comparative lens. It explores the use of witchcraft
accusations in European, American, and African contexts as a means of
suppressing assertive or powerful women, as well as other gendered
practices such as foot binding, sati, and female genital mutilation. The
course introduces key concepts of gender, sex, and patriarchy, analyzes the
marginalization of women in patriarchal societies, and examines women’s
rights in the contemporary world. Attention is given to differing
understandings and enforcement of women'’s rights at national and global
levels, including the roles of international organizations such as the United
Nations and the International Labor Organization, and extends the
discussion of gender rights to include LGBTQ+ communities.
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