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Course Description

This course furthers the critical study of social, cultural, and historical
aspects of performance, through analysis and practical exercises. Students
explore plays alongside texts which have shaped approaches to acting and
performance, and combine these in practical exercises (e.g. scene studies)
and analytic discussion. Drawing from plays both ancient and modern, and
stemming from various parts of the globe (e.g. East Asia, India, Ancient
Greece, Russia), students explore the purpose and impact of theatre in a
wide range of cultural contexts. Why have people gathered to watch drama
at various points in time? How have radically different forms of behavior
have been understand as ‘natural’ in differing contexts? How has theatre’s
relation to democracy or community been understood? 
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