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Course Description

This course explores the empirical validity of sociological theories. Drawing
on quantitative research that uses new data, methods, and designs, it puts
sociology’s big ideas to the test and learns how to read and evaluate
quantitative sociology. The course takes a fresh, critical, and constructive
look at sociological theory, and assesses the usefulness of quantitative
empirical sociological research - what can it and what can’t it do? The
course requires some basic familiarity with sociological theory and
quantitative empirical research, however, knowledge of advanced
quantitative methods is not a requirement. The purpose of the course is not
to dwell on the mathematical foundation of regression models but to focus
on how the intuition of different types of data and designs maps onto
answering different questions. It discusses when things go well (when do
quant methods allow us to tell right from wrong?), and when it does not
(when do numbers promise more than they can deliver?).
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