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Course Description

This first year course introduces fundamental terms and strategies for
reading deeply into literature, film, and other texts. Basic theories of literary
criticism, film, visual and culture studies are introduced. Students explore
different approaches and reading strategies and learn how to apply critical
tools to a diverse range of texts and mediums. Topics include the following:
Basic and extended definitions of text, author, and reader; cinema,
modernity, urban culture; gendered readings; race and ethnicity; popular
culture; visuality and materiality; photography; ecocriticism and narratives
of travel and migration. Writing assignments are designed to help students
secure their knowledge of the vocabulary and tools of analysis necessary for
more complex work in the field of comparative literary and cultural studies.
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