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Course Description

This course examines contemporary trends in socio-economic inequalities
across Western countries and explores their political implications. It
analyzes inequalities in social mobility, income, and wealth; poverty and
labor market integration, urban segregation, as well as health inequalities.
Particular attention is given to the mediating role of educational systems,
labor market institutions, and welfare states. The course contrasts
institutionalist approaches to inequality with structural explanations that
emphasize the impact of globalization and technological change. Finally, it
discusses how these empirical patterns relate to evolving political attitudes
and preferences, including the decline of traditional class voting and the rise
of populist parties.
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